Barnes Commission 
Meeting Minutes - May 14, 2025

Dorothy Giamboi read the Sunshine Notice 
Roll call - Dorothy Giamboi, Ken Sammond, Tom Walsh, Walter Stochel, John Wiley, John Poyner, Charlie Tomaro, Pete Fairclough (alternate).
Guests: Diane Salke and Shereen Kandil, EPA; Kasheesh Vyas, Troop 66; Jonathan Chen, Troop 14; Tom Dowling, Metuchen resident.

Agenda session

Approval of minutes of 3.12.2026 
· John W. made a motion to accept, Walter seconded. All approved except Tom and Dorothy (who abstained).

Public comment
· Tom Dowling – Discussed concerns about the increase in invasive species throughout the preserve. He also asked if there were any other trails planned for the preserve. Walter Stochel mentioned that preliminary walks on other trails had been undertaken but that no other trails had as yet been determined.
· Jonathan Chen, a life scout from Troop 14, made a presentation about building a kiosk at an entry point in the preserve. We recommended that he contact the county parks department for specifications. We also suggested that he narrow down his efforts to 1-2 locations and that he outreach to the county and the borough of Metuchen for possibilities.
· Kasheesh Vyas, a life scout with Troop 66, made a presentation on doing an eagle project in the preserve. Among the options were a little free library with a bench (in the midpoint of the Songbird Trail) and/or a project that will involve the removal of invasive species in the preserve.

Agenda Items
New Business
EPA update on the Woodbrook Superfund Site
· Diane Salkie and Shereen Kandil of the regional office of the EPA gave an update on the Woodbrook site, noting that most of the contaminants are on the west side of the Bound Brook, while the east side has lower concentrations and that the EPA’s current decision of record determined that the expense to remove the contaminants will cost approximately $70 million.  They stated that all wetlands must be replaced one-to-one and that anything disturbed in the clean-up must be repaired appropriately. She stated that once the cleanup begins that it will take approximately 1-2 years and will be similar to what is being done at the Cornell-Dubilier site in South Plainfield.
· Dorothy asked what influence or standing the commission has with regard to the process. There was discussion concerning the timeframe when such a cleanup would begin and it was considered indeterminate at this point since the property owner, Texas Eastern, cannot be compelled to begin cleanup. 

Old Business
Mission Statement Update
· The commissioners discussed the mission statement adopted at the previous meeting and agreed it was well-suited for the commission and the preserve. 

Metuchen Master Plan Revision – Update
· Ken stated that Chris Cosenza, who is preparing the new borough master plan, had reached out to him concerning updates/changes made to the commission and preserve over the past ten years (since the master plan was last updated). Ken noted that he informed Mr. Cosenza about the adoption of the metes and bounds, the commission’s master plan, mission, and by-laws.
Planning, Stewardship, and easement documents 
· Ken noted that there is a need for the commission to gather and organize the diverse easement and deed documents in order to strategically chart out our planning and stewardship efforts. We have some but not all of the documents.
Signage
· Walter requested funding to order 400 trail signs (for future trails) and 300 boundary signs (“No Hunting, No Trapping, No Dumping”). The total cost is estimated at $2577 with shipping. There was discussion that the amount should be $2700 to account for any changes.
· John W. made a motion to approve $2700 for the purchase. Ken seconded. All approved.

Committee reports
a. Treasurer’s Report 
· Walter stated that two checks have been written since the last meeting: #121 on 3/13/26 for $2,145 and #122 on 4/7/26 for $62.50. The current balance is now $75,269.16.
· John W. made a motion to approve the report. Ken seconded. All approved.
b. Stewardship Report 
· There was discussion about the Metuchen Weed Warrior event on April 26, 2026. It was emphasized that there is a lot of Styrofoam in the Bound Brook and that there are numerous invasive plants along the rail embankment that are being addressed. In addition, there was further discussion about further plantings of trees in fenced enclosures. These will be completed by the group in the near future.


Consent agenda resolutions
R-2026-03: Payment of the bill from Trident for file review and project management in the amount of $4200.
R02026-04: Invoice from Mezzacca and Kwasnik in the amount of $487.50 for legal services. 
Closed Session: John Wiley made a motion to go into closed session to discuss litigation. Tom W. seconded. All approved.


Adjournment
· Tom W. made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:14.  John W. seconded. All approved.
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