


Barnes Commission Meeting Minutes
March 12, 2026 Meeting, 7 PM
Borough Hall, Metuchen
Ken Sammond opened the meeting at 7:07 pm.  He stated that he was asked to chair the meeting due to the absences of the chair and vice-chair.
Reading of Sunshine Notice 
Roll call 
John Wiley, Walter Stochel, Charles Tomaro, John Poyner, Ken Sammond, Commissioners.  Pete Fairclough, Alternate.  Guests: Brian Weeks, Tariq Alisammond, Thomas Dowling.
Agenda session
Approval of minutes from prior meeting – John W. made a motion. Charlie seconded .  All voted in favor.
Public comment 
· Tariq Alisammond presented 
He discussed his Eagle Scout project to create a new kiosk at the Songbird Trail entrance in Edison and to improve the landscaping there (which the commissioners approved in June 2025).  He asked the commissioners if they could support his efforts with funding in the amount of $400 out of an estimated budget of $1200.  Brian Weeks suggested using concrete at the base of the kiosk.
John made a motion to approve funding in the amount of $400. Pete made a second.  All agreed.  Ken recused from voting.
· Brian Weeks spoke:
He stated that Jonathan Chen of Troop 66 will be proposing an Eagle Scout project.  Three potential locations: Opalanie and embankment, Liberty Street, Kempson.  Email him back and have him attend the next meeting.
Prospective cleanup in the Barnes Preserve – Troop 17  (Brian Weeks addressed the problem of floatables in the Dismal Brook): there was a discussion of best practices.  Walter suggested that they look upstream to see where the floatables are getting in – storm sewers lack covers?  John W. recommended that we might install three screen/cages at embankment.
Old Business
· Bohler Design for County Park abutting and partially in preserve. 
Ken showed the latest version of the design for the park.  There was discussion about the need for trees adaptable to vastly changing conditions ranging from flooding to low flow in the Dismal Brook.  There was additional discussion about the observation platform, which is being adjusted to be ADA compliant.  There were concerns that the county had not consulted with or updated the Barnes Commission concerning these plans.
· Committee reports:
· Treasurer’s Report – No expenses this year.  
· Stewardship Report – Peter discussed how he is working with four students from Metuchen High School to discover if blue spotted salamander is in the Edison Wood section of the preserve.
· Ordinance Drafting subcommittee – Ken stated that there was a strong need to move forward with the drafting of ordinances.  He suggested that the subcommittee provide a draft by the end of the summer.
Consent agenda resolutions
· Engage Trident Environmental for the performance of environmental services.  
Summary: Trident will obtain and review available NJDEP and USEPA  online records to assess the proposed remedial alternatives and assist the Commission with its evaluation of the options including the provision of a summary report of findings (does not include in-person file review services or meetings with regulators, Texas Eastern or others). Charlie made a motion to accept the conclusions reached by Trident. John P. seconded the motion. All voted in favor.
· Payment to Mezzaca & Kwasnik for services rendered in the amount of $2,145. John W. made a motion; John P. seconded the motion. All voted in favor.
· Purchase Additional Trail Signs for the preserve. Walter discussed the need to purchase new signs for future trails at a project price of $4.69/each, so the projected cost would be $1100 for 200 signs. John W. made a motion to approve; Peter seconded the motion. All voted in favor.
· Closed Session. Charlie made a motion to go into closed session. John P. seconded the motion. All voted in favor.
New business
· Mission Statement Draft
Proposed: “The mission of the Peter J. Barnes III Wildlife Commission is to conserve, steward, and manage the natural and cultural resources of the Barnes Preserve for the enjoyment, education, and inspiration of current and future generations and to ensure the health and well-being of all wildlife, both flora and fauna, in the preserve.”  
Ken noted the need for a mission statement for the commission and presented a draft. John W. made a motion to approve the mission statement; Walter seconded the motion. All voted in favor.
· Metuchen Master Plan Revision – Ken stated that Chris Cosenza, the planner who is coordinating and writing the revision to the Metuchen Master Plan, had reached out to him regarding any changes and updates to the Barnes Commission over the past ten years. Ken stated that he informed Chris that we adopted metes and bounds, approved a master plan, and had adopted by-laws. As part of this process, a mission statement was drafted.
· Planning, Stewardship, and easement documents – Ken stated that we need to gather all of the easement documents to ensure greater consistency in planning and stewardship. There was discussion that we must ensure that all such documents have been recorded with the county clerk.
Adjournment
· Walter made a motion to adjourn.  John P. seconded.  All voted in favor.  Meeting was adjourned at 8:35 PM.
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