Barnes Commission 
Meeting Minutes – July 9, 2026
Reading of Sunshine Notice 
Roll call:
Rob Bengivenga, John Poyner, Dorothy Giamboi, Ken Sammond, Walter Stochel, Alternate: Peter Fairclough. Absent: Tom Walsh, John Wiley, Charles Tomaro. 
Public in attendance
Brian Weeks, Tom Dowling.
Agenda session
Approval of minutes 
· Walter made a motion to approve. Rob seconded. All in favor said aye.
Public comment
· Mr. Weeks stated that he saw evidence of beavers on the Bound Brook in the preserve in May of 2026. He noted that there were two small dams created and recommended using “beaver deceiver” piping to lower the water levels if they become problematic.
· Mr. Dowling stated that the larger dam is just north of the Talmadge Rd. overpass. He noted that there was a beaver trap put in along with some steaks. And that the dam had been compromised by someone and that there was evidence that the beavers themselves had been harmed.
· He also stated that Water Salvatore, a local resident, would like to head up some clean ups in the preserve at four locations, including at Hale Park.
Presentation – Replacing Dead Ash Trees in the Preserve:
· Peter Fairclough gave a presentation on an opportunity he is studying to replace the numerous ash trees throughout the preserve. These ash trees have been killed by emerald ash borers which have ravaged native ash populations There was discussion about the loss of ash trees, including the fact that there is the potential for resistant ash trees (survivors) and the fact that blue ash trees tolerate emerald ash borer more effectively. 
Based upon the trees survey done in a 2011 study there were approximately 237 ashes with the DBH greater than 6 inches. Based on a rough calculation of the amount of ashes found in a single acre, it was determined that upward of 15,000 ash trees had been killed in the preserve.
The project goal is to plant at least 4000 native trees focusing on regions with vernal pools. Guidelines include following the 10/ 20/ 30 rule relating to species, genus, and family.
He hopes to have 20 to 40 volunteers plant 20 to 40 seeds each in order to create an economically feasible means of growing and planting these trees.
Peter would provide further details and plans in an upcoming meeting.
Old Business
Ken updated that the Eagle project to create a new kiosk at the head of the Songbird trail is nearing completion. It is expected to be fully completed by the 24th of July.

Committee reports
a. Treasurer’s Report - Walter made corrections to the May 14, 2026 financial report. The total ending balance on May 14, 2026 was $75,268.66. These corrections were submitted to the commissioners.
Walter submitted the treasurer's report through July 9, 2026. This included three checks and one debit withdrawal. The ending balance On this date is $70,062.17.
b. Stewardship Report – Nothing to report.

Consent agenda resolutions
· Resolution 2026-7: Pay Mezzacca and Kwasnik for legal services in the amount of $375. John W. made a motion to approve. Walter seconded. All said aye.
· Resolution 2026-8: Accept the corrected treasurer’s report for the May 14, 2026 meeting. John W. made a motion to approve. Ken seconded. All said aye.

New business 
· Discussion regarding sales tax exemption for the commission. It was determined that based on the commission’s tax exempt that we need to fill out a form upon purchase of items to be exempt from sales taxes.

· Kempson Park site - Ken and Walter described problems they observed at the Kempson park site, part of which lies in the preserve and part of which abuts the preserve. They pointed out that much of the work contravenes NJDEP requirements for soil mounding. In addition, they pointed out that they were concerns with planting trees and shrubs in that many were not properly situated in the soil. Finally, they stated that there are problems with run-off consistently damaging the trail running roughly parallel to the Dismal Brook. They shared photos of the damage done to existing trees, the planting concerns, and the mounds/berms. There was discussion concerning what steps should be taken next. Ken would follow-up with Chris Cosenza for guidance.
· Farmer Market - Ken asked the commissioners regarding which date we would like to host a table at the Metuchen farmers market. Following discussion, it was agreed that October 10 is the preferred date with November 7 as a backup.
· Next Meeting - Dorothy discussed scheduling the next meeting. It was determined that Thursday, September 10, 2026 will be the next date/time.

Adjournment
Walter made a motion to adjourn. Rob seconded. All said aye. Meeting adjourned at 8:07 PM.
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