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Barnes Commission Meeting Minutes
January 8, 2026
Reading of Sunshine Notice 
Roll call – John Poyner, John Wiley, Dorothy Giamboi, Walter Stochel, Tom Walsh, Kenneth Sammond, Commissioners. Peter Fairclough, Alternate.  Brian Weeks, guest.
Agenda session
· Approval of minutes from December 12, 2025. Walter made a motion to approve, John Wiley seconded.  All said aye.
Public comment – No comment.
Old Business
· Reorganization discussion.  Dorothy was nominated and reelected as chair.  Tom as vice-chair. Walter as treasurer. Ken as secretary.  All votes were unanimous.
· By-laws adjustment – updating definition of “Application for Development.  John W. made a motion to accept the change. John P. seconded.  All voted in favor.
Committee Reports
Treasurer’s Report
· Walter handed out the report.  Current balance is $77,475.66.  Expenses are the following: $487.50 (12/9/25) and $31.25 (12/31/25) for legal services. John W. made a motion to accept the report. Tom seconded.  All voted in favor.
Stewardship Report
· Pete stated that Scouting America Troop 66 will conduct a cleanup in the northeast part of the preserve in Metuchen, focusing on phragmites removal, along with some garbage removal.  The event is scheduled for February 7, 2026 from 9:30 – 11:30. 
· Pete stated that he is planning on a wildlife management/assessment project with Metuchen High School students to determine if blue-spotted salamanders live in the preserve.  They will be checking 3-4 locations, triangulating between the Gulton site, Wincup, and the railroad embankment, focusing on ephemeral pools.
· Ken asked if there should be a sign further up along Metuchen Ave in South Plainfield showing where the Preserve begins. He noted that the first sign is located at the Edison border.  There was some discussion concerning how this would be done.
· Ken mentioned that Scouting America Troop 17 should be planning a cleanup in the preserve in late March or early April.
New Business
· On behalf of the Metuchen Environmental Commission, Pete requested funding in the amount of $600 for a chainsaw, weedwhacker, and safety equipment to help steward the preserve. John P. said he will draft waivers for use of such equipment, so that the commission is not liable.  
Consent Agenda Resolutions
· R-2025-12: To go into closed session. Tom made a motion to go into closed session. John W. seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.
Adjournment
· Walter made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  John W. seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:09 PM.
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