Barnes Commission Meeting Minutes
December 12, 2025

Reading of Sunshine Notice 
Roll call – John Poyner, John Wiley, Dorothy Giamboi, Walter Stochel, Kenneth Sammond, Commissioners. Peter Fairclough, Alternate.

Agenda session
Approval of minutes from October 9, 2026 
Walter made a motion to approve, John Wiley seconded.  All said aye

Public comment
		
Old Business
By-laws approval
· The by-laws were reviewed, adding the definition of alternates and updating meeting date provisions.
· Walter made a motion was made to accept all changes to the By-Laws.  John Wiley seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

Committee Reports
Treasurer’s Report
· Walter stated that online banking has been set up.  He is currently reviewing all financial statements from August 2021 to the present.  He intends to produce a report in the near future.  The current balance in the account is $77,507.41.  Since the last meeting, we have expended the following: $331 for the post office box; $443 for legal services, and an additional $487.50 for legal services.
Stewardship Report
· Ken stated that he walked and reviewed the Gulton redevelopment site with the builder’s representatives to examine the tree, shrub and grass plantings.  He was impressed by the quality and diversity of the plantings and stated that they were native species.
· Peter covered three separate items:
· He is working with a Middlesex Parks naturalist at the “junction” just west of where the rail embankment crosses the Dismal Brook.  He state that nine Swamp oaks, purchased through an ANJEC grant to the Metuchen Environmental Commission, have been planted there in three separate enclosures. 
· The in-service science day for Metuchen school teachers, which had been scheduled to be held in October, was cancelled due to inclement weather.
· He is planning a three hour conservation project with local scout troops and volunteers.  Planned for February 2026, this project will focus on removing phragmites near the greenway extension.

New Business
2026 meeting schedule
· After some deliberation, the commissioners determined that the following dates in 2026 will be reserved for meetings: January 8, March 12, May 14, July 9, September 10, November 12.

County Park Plans
· Walter asked if there are any updates regarding the county’s plans for the proposed park in the and adjacent to the preserve. He stated that we should get notice of any changes or proposed changes within 200 feet of our metes and bounds.  Ken said that he would reach out to Chris Cosenza as well as to his contacts at Middlesex County Parks.

Consent Agenda Resolutions
R-2025-10: To make payments to Mezzanca and Kwasnik, for services rendered.
Walter made a motion to accept this resolution. John Wiley seconded these motions. All voted in favor.  

R-2025-11: To go into closed session
Walter made a motion to go into closed session. John Poyner seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

Adjournment
· Walter made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  John Wiley seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:17 PM.
